Scott Memorial
Chapter 168, Air Force Association

Minutes—25 January 2018

News & Notes






Here we go with the first
newsletter of 2018 and, as per
usual, life/work/etc intervened
and we’ve pushed this edition
into the second quarter of the
year. BUT, we are on track to
get four issues out and posted
this year, with the usual mix of
meeting information and material from AFA national.
This issue should also constitute the first to go to the various AFROTC (Det 205 at SIU
and Det 190 at Illinois) and
AFJROTC units in our neck of
the, er, woods. As always,
our primary emphasis remains
supporting and boosting aerospace education activities;
working with the ROTC units
is a part of the process we
particularly enjoy.
Otherwise, as we move into
the spring, the front office is
preparing for a number of
award ceremonies. Please
continue to monitor you email
for notification of events and
our
somewhat
regularlyscheduled meetings.

1st Quarter, 2018

The meeting started at 4:55 PM, 4 members in attendance
-

The chapter’s picked up new members from the 932nd Airlift Wing and
Civil Air Patrol

-

Currently, all of southern Illinois, the chapter has 1141 AFA members

Status of Chapter reports:
-

Reviewed all past quarterly and CY18 activity/financial plans, all current

Treasurer’s report:
-

Currently $8512.81

-

Email from AFA National, $684.60 for quarters 3 and 4, 2017, on the
way

-

Remittance from AFA down from previous years

Outreach to AFJROTC
-

Thanks to TSgt Hunnicutt, we now have a full list of AFJROTC units in
southern Illinois

-

Should get newsletters to the units starting with the Q1/18 edition

Awards ceremonies
-

Scott Composite CAP ceremony, Tues 27 Feb

-

Mascoutah High School ceremony in April; Chief Lee will participate

Chapter Facebook page
-

Boldly moving into the 21st century…right now, the best means of communicating chapter information to younger AFA members

-

Vice president agreed to investigate; in the meantime, Larry Miller designated chapter social media director (Note: Mr Miller had a test page
up and operating that evening; Bravo Zulu!)

-

Will figure out a way to get the newsletter posted on the page.

Publicity
-

As discussed previously, the president will look into getting meeting
notices posted on the base’s electronic bulletin board.

Other topics
-

Possible departure from Scott AFB by the president/secretary

-

Will handle as it develops; would require an election

-

In meantime, will keep chapter membership advised

Next meeting: Thursday 19 April

Next chapter meeting: executive session, May
Watch for email notification
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AFM Newswire
Vietnam Helicopter Pilot and Crewmember Monument
Unveiled

erability. These training opportunities develop and improve
ready air forces.” Air Mobility Command would not comment
on the tanker involvement. Neptune Falcon is an annual exercise, and last year 509th Bomb Wing Commander Brig. Gen.
Paul Tibbets said in a message that the exercise is the “Rose
Bowl” of exercises for operations and maintenance. At one
time during the 2017 exercise, 10 B-2s were airborne, flying 10
sorties, which averaged more than 16 hours in duration. That
iteration also featured fighter aircraft, including F-22s from
Tyndall AFB, Fla. —Brian Everstine

An
estimated
3,000
veterans
and military family
members on April
18 crowded into
the amphitheater
at Arlington National Cemetery to
see the unveiling
of the Vietnam
Helicopter
Pilot
and Crewmember
Monument.
The
ceremony marked the end of a four-year effort by the Vietnam
War veterans. Some 12,000 helicopters saw action in Vietnam, from all the services. About 40,000 helicopter pilots
served during the Vietnam War, and approximately 2,200
pilots were killed, along with 2,704 crewmen. AFA was asked
to attend and represented many of our members who served
during the Vietnam War either as helicopter crewmembers or
who were assisted by those who flew the craft.

CyberPatriot Winners Announced
AFA’s CyberPatriot program announced the winners of its 10th
CyberPatriot
National
Youth
Cyber
Defense
Competition.
Among the Open, All Service, and
Middle School Divisions of the
competition, Team Togo from
North Hollywood High School in
North Hollywood, Calif., won the
national championship in the
Open Division, Team Cyber Warriors 0 from Troy High School in Fullerton, Calif., won the national championship in the All Service Division, and Team
CyberAegis Cancer Minor from Oak Middle School in San Diego, Calif., won the national championship in the Middle School
Division.

Massive Bomber, Tanker Exercise Underway in US
Dozens of USAF aircraft, including B-2s and plenty of tanker
support, have been spotted across the continental US for an
ongoing “interoperability exercise,” but the Air Force isn’t saying much about it publicly. Beginning Thursday, multiple B-2s
were spotted above Minnesota and across the upper Midwest, B-52s were seen heading toward the Eastern Seaboard, and groups of KC-10s appeared to be supporting
them. The 99th Air Base Wing at Nellis AFB, Nev., confirmed
a large exercise was underway, called Neptune Falcon/
Neptune Hawk. These are “joint air interoperability exercises
designed to maintain readiness and evaluate employment
capabilities in a realistic training environment,” Nellis spokeswoman Maj. Christina Sukach said in a statement. The exercise runs from April 16 to May 5. Nellis did not provide specifics on the number of aircraft or units involved. Air Force Global Strike Command did not confirm the exercise, instead saying in a statement, “Our bombers routinely participate in
scheduled air training exercises designed to enhance interop-

“The CyberPatriot X National Finals Competition event was
the perfect culmination to the biggest and most challenging
season in our history,” said Bernie Skoch, the CyberPatriot
National Commissioner. “We watch in amazement each year
as our student competitors get more proficient at the rigorous
tests we put them through. We are thrilled that each season
brings even greater enthusiasm and energy from these brilliant
leaders of tomorrow.” Northrop Grumman awarded $52,500 to
the winners of CyberPatriot X, bringing its total scholarship
contribution to more than $400,000 since becoming Presenting
Sponsor in 2011. Scholarships are awarded to each member
of the first place ($2,000), runner-up ($1,500), and third place
($1,000) teams in the Open and All Service Divisions. The
CyberPatriot X competition began in October 2017 with 5,584
registered teams, a 26 percent increase from the previous
competition year.

Blast From the Past
This quarter we present the
Fairchild C-82, predecessor to the legendary (notorious?) C-119. The 375th
Troop Carrier Group—the current 375th
Operations Group here at Scott—flew C
-82 Packets from 1950 to 1952, in between operations with C-46s.
The
group got its recall to active duty for the
Korean War on 15 October 1950 and
shifted to Greenville AFB, South Carolina (later Donaldson AFB), where it converted to these aircraft. The 375th inactivated on 14 July 1952 and concurrently reactivated at Pittsburgh Airport,
Pennsylvania, with C-46s. A total of 7
C-82s survive of the 223 built. If you’d like to see one, the nearest, 48-0581, in on display at the National Museum of the USAF at
Wright-Patterson AFB.
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